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Report of: A, P, Bell

Week of: March 5-8, 1962

Date and Place

Purpose and Results of the Visit

HMareh 5-8, 1962
Washington, D.C,

The purpose of thié visit was to attend
the President's Conference on Oecupational
Safety, .

The objeectives of the Conference were:

(1) To foeus national attention on the
importance of occupational safety and the
continued need to do something about its
(2) To identify and emphasize emerging
problems in occupational safety; (3) To
obtain consensus of views and Fformulste
recommendations for action for appropri:te
groups concerned with job safety,

Through the plenary sessions the President's
Conference affordéd participants an oppore
tunity to hear natlonally recognized leaders
discuss the problem of job safety from various
points of view. In the several Workshops much
of the practiecal work of the Conference was
carried out, There were elight such sessions
of a half-day eachj; four in the morning and
four in the afternoon on the second day of

the Conference. Delegates seclected sessions
that more greatly matched their own individnal
interests,

It was recognized at the Conference that the
basiec legal responsibilities for preventing

job injurles rest uvon the several states and
upen employers, It sousht to provide a

climate for the provagation of sound safety
programs and techniques. To this end it
enlisted the leadership of the President; Vice-
President; Secretary of Lavory and other
national leaders to stimnlate 211 interested
groups toward added and more effective offorts
for saving lives and limhs of Ameriecan workers.
The plenary sessions featured addresses by

the Vice-President of the Unitegd ftates; the
Secretary of Labors Seeretary of Defensey
President of American Telephone and Telegraph
Company; President of United States Steel
Corporation; Vice-President of United Pa%er
Makers and Paper Workers; A. F, L, - C, I, O.3
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Assistant Executive Secretarv of the
National Education Associationy United
States Commissioner of Labor Statisticsg
assistant Commissioner for Veceational Fduca=-
tion, Office of Education; the Covernor of
New Jerseyj President of the National Safety
Couneil &nd many others,

"What the Nation's Schools Can Do To Help
Implement Safety" was the subjeet of one
plenary session, The delegates heard Dr,
Clague, United States Commissioner of Labor
Statisties snd Dr, Derthick, Assistant
Execntive-S8ecretary of the National Fducation
sgsociation discuss "The FKole of the School
in Worker Safety."” They called the attention
to the continued need of teaching safety and
reported on the progress that has been made
in the area of safety instruction in our
schools., It was pointed out that our

schools have & fremendous role in the pro-
motion and implementation of cn-the=job
worker safety because of the large number

of young persons with limited work exverience
and safety education currently entering the
labor market. They called for need in safety
from the early years because the rapidly
changing technological advances demand a more
thorough grounding in this subjeect,

Workshops heard panels on sueh subjects as
"Researech in Safety and its Application”;

"A Safe American Agriculture'j "Construestion
Safety"s "Safety in Handling Materials on
Railroads and Stevedoring"; "Safeguarding

the Public Employee™: "Selling Safety Through
Association in Trade and Service Industries":
"Off=the-Job Safety"; and, "Safeguarding
Human Worth Through Medical-Administrative
Skills.”

Although papers were pressented at each of the
Workshops the 3,000 delegates who attended
the Conference, from all walks of life and
all parts of the country, at the invitation
of President Kennedy had plenty of time to

express themselves and to make recommendations

in these Workshop sessions,

Dr. Clague, Commissioner of Labor Statistics,
in his address, prepared for a Workshop, noted
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we have been losing ground in some sectors
of public employment. He said that
preliminary estimates indicate that this
countrieés public emplioyees experilenced
238,000 disabling work injurles last year
and about 1.600 were death cases compared
with 149,000 work injuries and 1,100 deaths
in 1980, 1In an address prepared for another
Worlkshop on "Off-the-Job Safety", John V,
Grimaldi, Commissioner on Safety and Plant
Protection fer the Ceneral Electric Company,
noted that of the 93,000 accidental deaths
in 1960, 79,200 occurred off-the-job, To
s1ash this death toll he called for & four
point program embracing (1) Total community
responsibilitys (2) Organization of the
Community safety effort; (3) Stiffening of
enforcement of safety laws, and regulations;
and, (4) Recognition that there 1s no easy
solution to a 4ifficult problem,

Tt was pointed up that on-the-job fatalities
have been cut from 17,000 to 3,500 as of

1ast vear, It was brought out at this Con=-
ference thaet the annual accident toll among
farm workers.is the hipghest of any other
ocoupation in the United States. The
economie loss from farm work accidents numbers
into the milliions. Significant technological
advancements are taking place in agriculture
ineluding farm mechanization, rapld expansion
of the use of agricultural chemicals and the
inerease in the use of electrical powerj; and
rural traffic patterns are increasing in
complexity. These facts make 1t imperetive
that egriculture vigorously lncrease its
safety efforts on an enlightened basis.
Current farm safety programs, projects and
setivities have demonstrated a capaclty to
reduce farm work accidents, These efforts
mast be expanded and increased., The agricul-
tural safety workshop of the 1962 President's
Conference on Occupational Safety came up with
several recommendations that will perhaps be
discussed later.

Respectfully submitted,

A, P, Bell, Associate Professor
Agricnltural Education
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